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HILLSBOROUGH ECONOM IC ACTION PLAN 2009
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mayor Frank DelCore and the Hillsborough Township Committee took direct and decisive action in January, 2009
to confront the potential negative impact on residents and local businesses of the growing global edsiginic ¢
implementing an Economic Action Plan for the community.

Mayor DelCore noted at his Januafysvearing in that municipal government was not able to offer stimulus plans,
bail outs, or no interest | oanes,wabyuto fi tl occoaul |l db ufisg ente stshoe
house of resources for individuals and families impacted by the crisis.

The Township Committee immediately authorized adding to the Hillsborough wetbsitehillsboroughnj.org, a
section entitled OResour ces fToersite Romtains tinkstd various prpgeamdte d By
assist individuals and families in need, including mortgage and financial assistance, social services, health services,
and employment opportunities, and is consistently updated with new information.

The Township Committee also acted immediately to name a Regulatory Oversight Working Group, consisting of a
number of municipal Department Heads who are most involved in l@ndnasbusiness regulatiomhe Working

Group was given the task of examining municipal regulations and permit fee schedules that impact on local business
and to make recommendations for regulatory changes.

Since that time Hillsborough has cut permit feeduced municipally required business start up costs and red tape,
opened up industrial and commercial areas to greater business use, thereby improving economic and job
opportunities, made the Townshi pds iBelmsishamdasithoredv oc at e
sixteen ordinances establishing positive regulatory changes for local businesses.

Hi ll sboroughés Economic Action Plan has been recogni z
practi ces mod edsarexamptiy athet niunidipalitiea Isoking for ways to help their local
busines£ommunityduring this economic downturn.

The Courier Newsn aSeptember 3009 editorigls a i Tthe streamlining of permitting processes, reduction of
fees and other stepsay sound rather dull and bureaucratic to the average resident. But individually and
collectively they can make a real difference to a business owner, enough so that they could sway a decision on
whether to set up shop in Hillsborougid

The enclosedpdat highlights the regulatory changes made by the Hillsborough Township Committeehade
2009 Economic Action Plan.

More information and details about each of the ordinance changes is availabe.aillsboroughnj.org, under
the archive of 2009 ordinances.



http://www.hillsborough-nj.org/
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INDEX OF ECONOMIC ACTION ORDINANCES
20092010

2009 03

- Adjusts the job description of the Business Advocate to meet the requirements the Towdship ne
this critical time and makes the Business Advocate available to local businesses on a full time basis.

200906
- Reduces various zoning and planning application fees for local businesses.
200907

- Permit businesses in Industrial zones to hausida storage and to lease available space to permitted
use tenants, without having to go to the expensive and time consuming process of seeking approval
from land use boards.

200909

- Revises the zone designation for Block 142, Lot 23B from Econonetopeent to Industrial 2,
enabling the property owner to proceed with future industrial development as a conforming use.

200910

- Creates a new zone designation 3610 acres along northbound Route 206, south of Town Center, to
create more flexibility ath greater economic development opportunities, as a light industrial zone, for
the property owners in that area.

200912

- Reduces start up costs for businesses by allowing a commercial entity to post a Bond, rather than cash,
as a guarantee that requiresite improvements will be made.

200918

- Changed the zone designation for a property fronting on route 206 near Stonewyck Drive, from the
residential to Retail Commercial or-Czone, creating greater economic opportunity for the property
owners and aflwing the development of retail businesses, such as banks and offices.

200919

- Allows business property owners to establish vertical turbine wind mills or small energy wind systems
on their property, which are more compact than traditional wind turbamescan result in energy
savings.

200923

- Complies with recent court ruling by providing specific conditions for conditional uses within
residential and commercial zones. Some conditions are expanded, some eliminated, and in some cases
new condition®f use are created. Where conditional uses are established, property owners will
benefit from a reduction in the cost and time consuming nature of the use variance process.

200924

- Permits multiple uses and mixed use buildings on commercial andrintpsbperties where there are
already established permitted uses in a zone and to allow those uses in combination with other
permitted uses, in neresidential zones.

Index of Economic Action Ordinances 200 2010



Hillsborough Township
200925

- Clarifi es the definition of an automobile service
regul ations, and now permits SUV6s, crossovers
commercial zones. It also permits contractor facilities in stdal zones without limiting their
operations to enclosed buildings.

200929

- Defines and permits dispatch services (taxies, limos, etc) as a conditional use in the various industrial
and highway service zones.

200930

- Removes the requirement thusinesses seek costly site plan approvals at the Planning Board for
architectural elements on commercial buildings when there is no usable floor space provided and if all
Zoning requirements are otherwise met.

200931

- Permits adult day care as @&w use in the same zones which currently permit child care centers,
addressing an increasingly important social need and allowing for more businesses to enter into town
and potentially create more jobs.

200932
- Permits holders of alcoholic beveragdaitlicenses the option to open at 10:00 am on Sundays.
200941

- Permitsexisting buildings in the LI District to conform to the building height requirements based on the
fact that this was previously the Gl District with this revised requirement.

200942

- Permis uses which werpreviously conditional uses in the ED District subject to the 50 acre minimum
lot size which was not realistic given the available land.

200943

- Repeals the Architectural and Site Design Advisory Subcommittee which added a layer of review for
applications.

201001

- Reducepermit fees for the construction of raised patios and for building renovations, also reduces
permit fees for renovations, alterations and repairs costing more than $100,000.

201005

- Permitscommercial instructional activities, such as dancing and karate schools, in commercial districts

f
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Index of Economic Action Ordinances 200 2010
Hillsborough Township

201006

- Allowsseveral permitted uses in an industrial building without a minimum square footage

*Copies of these ordinancesn their entirety, are available online avww.hillsborougfrny.org on the left hand
side under archived ordinances
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(;Thursday, Rebruary

-:By Audrey Levine
~rStaff Write1

i P !

.1 The Township Committee
_runanimous!y approned an or-
.~dinance Tuesday o reduce
(nconstruction fees required for
_;building raised patios on
, ~houses, hoping (0 educe COSLS
" _Jfor both homeswners and
,jpusinesses.
. “We are looking L0 reduce
,rpermit fees 10 penefit home-
- owners and business owners,”
y- Mayar Frank DelCore said.
According to the ordi-
n.qance, fees for homeowrers
«;will be based on square foot-
-age of the paiios, rather than
the toral costs of the project.
Previously, fees were $24 per
%1000 of construction COSB.
wWe are establishing fees
based on the size of the patio,
rather than the cost,” /Con-
struction Qfficial John FHedler
_said. "L is fair and reasonable

24,2010

cuts fees ¢

to go by the size as we have
dane in the past with decks.” -

The ordinance Stales that
residents will pay $100 for the
first 100 square feet of the
raised patio, with COStS rising
by %50 up w0 $450 for 700
square feet. This then changes
the current fees from an aver-
.age of $480 based on 200
square feet costing $20,000, w
a fee of $200. .

In nddition, the ordinance
includes language benefiing
businesses by reducing permit

fees for renovations, allera-.

tions and repairs costing more
than $100,000. Again, fees
were previously based on a
cost of $24 per $1,000 of the
projected cost of the work.
Now,
the ordinance, projects costing
from $100,000 to $200,000
will haye a $22 charge per
$1,000 of construction COSsts,
with the scale decreasing by

$2 to $18 per 51,000 of the

with the approval of

natios

cost for projects that cast
more than $300,000.

The final part of the ordi-

nance is based on a recenl
state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs change 10 enact a
surcharge that must be in-
cluded in alt township ordi-
nances and is paid directly Lo

the state. The surcharge will
be set at 0.0034 cents per cub-
ic foot of volume of new con- .

struction, in addition Lo $1.70
per $1,000 of value of renova-
fion construction.

The minimum fee is set at

$1, as mandated by the siate.

Mr. Fiedler said he hopes
this change will help the
township’s economy and pro-
vide more opportunities for
residents and businesses.

“we are hoping the
changes will stimulate our
own economy,” he said. “We
have seen increases in permits
because of recent changes in
fees.”
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Land Development

| and

Planning Awards

Somerset County
Planning Board




